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Napa Fire Community Meeting 10/15/17 District Auditorium 3:30 pm 
County of Napa 

 
Mayor Jill Techel spoke –  
 
 
 
Welcome from Mayor Techel 
We are focused on recovery phase, repopulation 
We thought it would be helpful people understand what that entails 
We need to know that roadway is safe, interior burning trees, power poles can burn at the 
base, signage on road needs to be replaced 
In areas where we need first responders still to get in we need as little traffic as possible 
That’s why we have for residents only 
 
In many areas, it is residents only 
We ask all of you to be patient 
When you go back be prepared to show proof of residence 
 
Barry Biermann our Fire Chief 
Our team oversees Atlas fire and the western side of the Napa Valley portion of the Nunns fire 
Atlas fire looks great 
We were at 51,000 acres 
56% contained this morning 
those containment numbers will continue to grow 
as we continue to secure those lines 
that doesn’t mean the rest of the fire 
I expect little to no movement 
we are actually guaranteed it has been “mopped up” as we call it 
a couple hundred of feet interior so we make sure nothing can get out 
 
that fire to continue to grow 
we expect, if conditions remain the same, little to no additional growth 
if those numbers on acreage change it will just be due to better mapping 
we start mapping from the air then we put more people on the ground with GPS to actually 
walk the fire line 
that fire will have control lines all the way around it 
there will either be bare dirt created by bulldozers at the fire’s edge 
bare dirt created by our hand crews, roads etc. 
but there will be no areas on that fire that will have a continuous fuel pattern ahead of it 
with that, as that fire continues to progress, or as all the fires in the area, 
you may still see smoke in the middle of it, but if it nowhere near the perimeter 
it’s not on someone’s property 
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those will continue to burn as we don’t have the personnel to go through a 50,000-acre fire and 
completely extinguish it; that may even continue to the rainy season until the 1st couple of rains 
get here 
if you have any questions you can always call 911 
if you think something is threatening your property and we will be sure to send personnel out 
there 
 
On the west side of the fire  
 
on Nunns fire 
which is creating all of the smoke we are seeing in the valley 
a lot of that which is it being burned is good 
it’s areas 
we can’t hold the fire currently where it is sitting 
so, we are putting a lot of bulldozers in, we call that indirect line, that will eventually be the 
fire’s perimeter; and that fire will either back all the way down to it 
or if it is safe to do so, we may do some backfiring to make sure we have a black 
with all of the fires removed between the edge of the fire on the hill 
 
a lot of those areas are just not safe 
we can’t get people into deep drainages, because there is 
too much of a potential for the fire to run down at them 
for rolling stuff to ignite fire below you  
so, it’s a big safety thing 
so, we will get that fire to where we want it to be 
we will put those containment lines in  
 
I was just up in the St Helena area 
Watching that fire up there 
For the most part that fire is doing really good 
It is an understory burn as we call it 
Burning its way down to the valley 
It is clearing up all of the dead and down stuff underneath it 
Which in some areas 
Not having a lot of damage to the foliage and the trees 
Which will make it really healthy when it is done 
But it’s not all like that 
But it’s definitely different on that side of the valley 
Than the atlas peak side 
Where the hot extreme fire behavior that was created by those winds burned everything 
 
That’s our number 1 priority 
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It’s that West side all the way up from Saint Helena back all the way down to Dry Creek and into 
Napa   
 
We will continue to make good progress in the next day or two 
We will start to see less smoke production as we continue to expand on those containment 
lines 
Folks are coming in from all over 
 
This morning we had over 2300 people at our incident base 
Which we started off with just a couple of hundred the 1st day 
That has allowed us to continue to work on containment 
To allow our firefighters to get rest 
Law enforcement the same thing 
Allow some people to get rest to provide safety 
Which is our number 1 priority 
We got pushed really hard that first couple of days 
Some crews were out there for 36 hours 
They just couldn’t disengage from saving lives and properties 
 
really appreciate all of the support that came from all over the state throughout the country 
the leaders of the Napa community pushed hard through the state and federal level to get us 
the assistance we needed 
that has made a huge difference 
 
when we go in, I want you to know 
 
while roads and utilities are secure 
you still have private property that when you get there 
and we hope your home is still standing when you get there 
 
you have to keep an eye for dangers that could be lurking on your private property 
that maybe were not addressed 
people maybe may want to go out and look at the perimeters of their property 
there may be trees that are still burning or trees weakened by the fire 
walking through the fire area make sure that you don’t walk into a stump hole that is actually 
still on fire 
please use caution when you get back to your property 
extinguish anything that is readily available, if you have something we didn’t see 
if you have a garden hose you  
use garden hose 
don’t hesitate to call 911 
and that doesn’t mean we will all have to come with sirens screaming down the road 
it will go to the dispatch center 
 and we will get someone there right away to mitigate the concerns that you have 
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Supervisor Pedroza 
Thank you Chief  
It’s getting hard to follow you, because you’ve done such a great job with all of the work that 
you’ve done 
 
We’ve very lucky to have you  
So, thank you for all of that 
As county, it is great to be here today 
And start talking about recovery 
And as we transition to recovery 
Notwithstanding that  
There’s still a lot of work to do: assessing the damage, loss of homes 
People are at different stages of recovery 
But What we can say 
We are not going to go anywhere 
The work that you see just because you won’t be seeing the press conference or the community 
meetings does not mean the work is not happening 
We are transitioning to opening up a local assistance center where we make sure folks have the 
information and the resources that they need  
We’ll make sure people are connected to right sources of information as well 
Fortunately, we have done this before, whether earthquake or flooding 
We do have the systems in place to make sure we are taking care of people, answering your 
questions, and we will be here for you as we have this transition 
For some of you It might be a shorter recovery period; for others, it may be a  
Longer recovery period. 
 
But it’s okay; you have a great team of people that is here for you  
Also, I just want to say thank you for all of the patience 
I know it is a word we have used a lot lately 
We understand there is a lot of responsibility that comes with that 
 
We’re committed to making sure people are back in their homes safely 
I know there are areas in district 4 we will repopulate 
I also know in Beryessa there are areas 
But as we said before  
Safety is our number 1 priority 
Beyond the people that you see up here 
There is an army of people that is working hard for you  
Not just now 
But as well into the future 
So, thank you as you allow us to work for you and make the recovery 
And thank you especially to all of the partners who have been with us every step of the way 
So, thank you 
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Ryan Gregory District 2 supervisor 
I’m going to share with you briefly what you all can do 
volunteering 
Donation of stuff 
And donation of dollars 
 
I want to thank the center for volunteers and nonprofit leadership, CVNL, they are a local 
nonprofit who stepped up and offered to run our evacuation centers and organized the efforts 
of all of the volunteers here working in concert with the fire operations 
 
The best way to volunteer is to go to Napa Valley College and Check in with CVNL  
They will register you and tell you what you can do to help 
So right now, that is the best thing that I can offer 
 
In terms of working with Stuff – we are good for the moment 
Tomorrow we will close evacuation center at Am Can 
Mainly as a result of the city Calistoga being repopulated 
What they’ve left there are piles of stuff and materials that we will repurpose 
And those we cannot repurpose we will store for future use 
We are good for now 
But we are in this for the long hall 
Keep your ears open for future opportunities 
 
And last is dollars 
Another nonprofit that stepped up 
Napa Valley community foundation stepped up 
Time after time they step up and fill holes in our community that are not filed yet 
They are accepting donation of dollars for our community 
And by doing so 
All of that money stays local 
All of it 
Thanks to them for filling that role 
 
www.napavalleycf.org for monetary donations 
thanks 
 
Mike Thompson 
I want you to know that All of the federal funding sources have been approved 
To get FEMA assistance go on line 
www.disasterassistance.gov 
next week there should be a local office opened up for local assistance 
but in the meantime, www.disasterasistance.gov 
 
Brad Wagenknect district 1 

http://www.napavalleycf.org/
http://www.disasterassistance.gov/
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We are moving into the next phase of the fire 
We are moving beyond the and into recovery 
For that we are opening a local assistance center (LAC) 
 
LAC local assistance center opening tomorrow 
Will include federal state non-profit mental health and other recovery resources 
The local assistance will be located at our Health and Human Services campus 
2751 Napa Valley corporate drive 
same road as DMV 
so, if you know where the DMV is, it’s just down the block from the DMV 
building "A" the conference center 
there will be signs out to direct you there 
hours 9 am – 7 pm   M-Fr 
10 am -5 pm Sat and Sun 
Thank You 
 
Dr Karen   Relucio health officer Napa county 
As all of you recover, rebuild repopulate  
I want to send safety messages for you  
to make sure you are at your best health 
because this has been a stressful time for all of us 
this update has information to help protect your health during the cleanup process 
as you repopulate your homes 
 
I want to start first with what is important if you come back to  
an area that has wildfire damage 
the reason I want to start with that, is that there are a lot of safety messages that are really 
important 
I want to provide that information at this meeting through handouts 
But it is also available on our website 
 
 
So first If home damaged, look through your belongings that are of sentimental value to you  
To make sure you are protected 
It is important to remember that Ash and the debris is very toxic 
You have lots of chemicals, plastic, paint that was burned 
And that ash is not good for you  
It could be hot 
It could long term health effects that are negative in the future 
And you can also hurt yourself with the debris from sharp objects in it 
So, if you go into your home 
It is important to have personal protective equipment, including: 
You should have 95 mask goggles clothing covering arms and legs, thick gloves, and heavy 
construction boots because you don’t want to go through that and end up having an injury 
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We urge you not to remove any large debris 
Because this can release toxins into the air 
Napa County will provide more instructions on debris removal including free resource removals 
from the state of California 
We are working with the state of California  
Where they will remove debris and actually test your soil to make sure no toxicity and it is free 
of charge 
This is coming up soon and more information will be forthcoming in the next few days 
It is also important not to 
touch or remove any hazardous or toxic materials 
Batteries, propane tanks 
If you see these things don’t touch it 
We will work with our partners to develop a plan for hazardous and toxic material removal 
And the first thing that is done is a hazardous and toxic material sweep is done before you get 
to it 
We will provide info on hazardous and toxic material cleanup when it becomes available 
The other thing to keep in mind, in properties that are burned out 
 
There are potential Ash pits; and those    areas that are hot 
Sometimes septic systems can melt and people can fall into their septic systems 
Things to Keep that in mind 
 
The more optimistic scenario 
You come back to Your home and it is still there 
Remember that ash is toxic to your skin 
It can be on toys, it can be on objects 
And it is important to Wash it off before handling it 
And don’t have kids play in there 
No ash on bare skin 
No ash on objects you will take home 
It’s important to clean that off 
 
There’s more information on how you can safely clean objects with ash on them in an intact 
home 
 
How to safely clean areas that have ash 
I think an important thing to remember is Do not use wind blower to get rid of ash 
It just puts toxins into the air 
 
Air quality and smoke 
We’ve been getting lots of questions about that 
It is a moving target 
But at this time the air is still at unhealthy levels 
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We get questions such as “when can we open a school” 
Will the air quality be better? 
It this time air still at unhealthy levels 
It’s a moving target 
Until noon was at unhealthy levels 
Then better after noon  
It changes quickly 
But it will change again 
 
Air quality index which is part of the official information we look at 
There have been so many hits on that website that the site actually crashed 
And does not have accurate information 
Best way to get info 
Bay area air quality management district 
Baaqmd.gov 
If you can see or smell smoke, it can impact your health 
And the best way to avoid illness  
 
Is to Stay inside and keep doors and windows closed is the best way to protect 
If you have underling respiratory issues it will make things worse 
So, proceed with caution 
 
For more info regarding all of these situations when you repopulate and recover go to  
www.countyofnapa.org 
click link health information for resources in English and Spanish 
 
Chris Childs CHP 
Traffic and road closures 
Posts where we stop traffic 
Silverado open 
We are not providing escorts  
Crews continue to work on roadways 
Thanks to community for the patience you showed to our officers 
I encouraged dour officers to be kind 
People are hurting 
Thank you for being kind to our officers as they are kind to you  
 
John Robertson 
It is a good afternoon 
Thank you as a community for supporting public safety these last 7 days 
NCAL law enforcement has responded in a big way 
We were also assisted by California national guard 
Thank you for your cooperation at the various checkpoints 
 

http://www.countyofnapa.org/
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We will continue to patrol your neighborhoods 
Even as officers return to their home departments 
 
Looting 
We do get reports of looting or suspicious people 
Most of the calls are people just interested in looking at the devastation of the fire 
To date we had one arrest 
You are safe in your homes 
You are safe on the roadways 
And we will go ahead and continue taking care of you  
And thank you very much 
 
Today is the day we truly get to switch from emergency response to recovery mood 
Recovery depends on where you live and where you were evacuated from 
 
You have 1500 Napa county employees behind you  
You have city employees 
You have mutual aid people behind you  
You have a congressman working for you  
Assemblywomen will coordinate well 
 
PG&E we continue to have some outages 
Check website 
Wwww.pge.com 
Can give you estimated light up times whether gas or electricity 
It will not be instantaneous 
 
I didn’t anticipate we would be at this point 
But we are 
We are at recovery 
Are EOC will roll out 
Evacuations in city of Napa have been lifted 
We will be with you now in a rebuilding capacity 
We will see you at our local assistance center 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Give a round of applause to all of your response team 
Fire police county volunteers 
 
What donations if any are needed 
As of this time we are okay 
We have excess supplies at Amirian Canyon High School 
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We will run out 
But for right now we are good 
You can donate monetarily through www.napavalleycf.org 
Also accepting 25 gift cards Visa, American Express, and Master Charge 
Gift cards go to Center for volunteers   CVNL 
Representatives at Crosswalk, Napa Valley College, and Am Can which is winding down 
tomorrow at 4 pm 
 
Monitoring air quality is really dynamic 
If you look at bay area monitoring district 
People with underlying asthma or emphysema or at additional risk 
It changes hour to hour 
Mask use 
N95 respirators are not fool proof 
If it is not FIT tested 
General public will not be fit for that 
If you have a beard 
In children 
 
Best way to avoid is to stay inside and keep doors and windows closed 
 
Circle Oaks 
A lot of defensible work was done 
It really paid off 
No visible smoke anywhere around there 
We did not lose a single property 
And it looks really good 
 
? re use of Fire Retardant 
red stuff is mixture of fertilizers 
will request sheet of what is in that product 
next year you will see strong grass crop 
 
is mandatory evacuation lifted from Soda Canyon Road 
no  
 
how likely to still see fires burning even after containment 
atlas peak fire 
the morning of the fires has been consumed 
there still might be a tree stump that pops up with smoke 
as long as it is well interior and does not  
more smoke on western side 
they did not burn as intensely 
 

http://www.napavalleycf.org/
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What is the current status of each red area 
Which is greatest concern 
 
Fire looking really good in dry creek road area 
Near Yountville 
 
Red circles to the north in Rutherford 
Actively burning down from mount saint johns 
Dozers are cutting line below 
We need to get containment lines in place 
Using copters to slow it down 
If we have rain later this week it could change some things 
 
St Helena to Rutherford is our concern 
Yountville and dry creek road are doing good 
 
We have lots of dozers in this area 
That fire will not be coming down to any structures based on our current conditions 
 
Nunn fire 
Little chance to get down to the valley 
 
In valley, we have lots of vineyards which give us extra protection  
 
Sunday night was rare event 
Without that wind fire will not spread 
 
We only have so many resources when the fire starts 
Now we have the cavalry here 
 
We will keep fire south of the dry creek area in its containment area 
 
When will dry creek residents go home? 
We want to get everyone home 
Dry creek road still has active fire 
We will have to make decisions as to where it will stay 
We still have some work to do on dry creek 
 
On Mount Veeder road fire has been through there 
 
Never have I seen county and community come together 
Making it such a priority to get people back in 
We are pushing envelope while ensuring safety 
Not just to the residents 
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Also, agriculture 
It says a lot about your community and what your elected officials are doing 
 
Current status of ICE 
How long will they stay away? 
ICE has suspended all operations in effected fire areas throughout the state 
They will only be active if serious criminal person they are looking for 
 
They will not be in shelters 
If that changes I will let everybody know 
 
We do not ask for immigration status 
We only ask for name and address so that we can account for them 
Everyone is welcome at evacuation centers 
 
What is done to reach Latino community 
We have direct link on county web page 
Supervisor Ramos and Pedroza spent lots of time in church 
We reached out to TV radio everything 
 
Water safety 
Our water has been proclaimed safe 
 
Napa county struggled with keeping up with mental health needs 
How will we add mental health resources? 
Aldea will have presence in school district 
NVUSD will place counselors at each school site as children return to school 
Also, county mental health clinics 
Are open at each of our evacuation centers 
1-800-985-5990 bilingual mental health 
text" Talk to Us"   66746 
www.disasterdistress.samhsa.gov 
Napa county mental health crisis line    253-4711 
 
what are long term dangers of living in area with poor air quality 
we will have few thousand N95 masks arriving tomorrow 
will be made available through evacuation centers 
also with non-profit  
COPE     porto Abierta 
 
Sensitive people 
Seniors 
Children 
People with respiratory exposure 

http://www.disasterdistress.samhsa.gov/
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Smoke exposure 
Eventually that does go down 
Once the winds go away 
 
People who return to homes with ash on it or a lot of debris 
It’s important to minimize exposure and wear protective equipment 
What’s in air is pretty dilute compared to debris 
 
Garbage service 
Will there be extra garbage service? 
Power was out 
We will make call to our local waste provider 
 
We always seem to be in reactive mode 
Forum to mitigate disasters like this in the future 
 
We prepared for this tremendously 
We were truly in life safety mode 
With one flip of a switch our emergency operation center was operational 
 
Supervisors started working within 1 ½ hour 
After the call 
 
Well it may seem that way 
Napa county has done a tremendous job in preparing to deal with these disasters 
But we can always learn lessons 
 
We will debrief and revise 
 
When we lost cell service we rolled back the clock and went to radio 
Radio took all of us non-stop  
That became the lifeline to those who were not connected 
 
I have never been prouder to say that I am from Napa 
 
Fire response 
That fire grew so quickly 
We can only throw so many resources at it 
I got up to 2700 of atlas peak 
I knew it was a team fire 
The rate of spread was at one point 200 feet per second 
Defensible space was all in space in atlas peak and soda springs 
We had low humidity and high winds for red flag 
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It is difficult to maintain even with aircraft 
 
There was nothing stopping it 
It was all we can do to save lives 
 
I ordered 100 fire engines to that fire alone in that first hour 
 
If you need to schedule harvest in closed area 
Call 253-4501 and tell us what your agricultural need is and we will patch you through to our 
agricultural commissioner Greg Clark 
 
That will be subject to safety 
 
How does bay area quality management district get its data? 
They have multiple air quality collectors throughout the bay area 
We have one at Napa Valley college 
 
Redwood 
Go online to PGE.com 
Check the status 
 
Some individual homes are effected 
 
You can get more current information regarding your neighborhood 
 
Mt Vedeer fire 
How much of it is contained 
The Nunns fires which is a multitude of fires 
Containment 25% this morning 
It mainly effects Sonoma county 
Active area for us is on western side of the valley 
We are making great progress with favorable wind positions 
We will make great progress in the next couple of days on our side of the fire 
 
No schools were damaged in Napa county 
 
I would like to thank everyone 
We thank you very much for your patience 
All the people here understand the importance of getting you back into your homes 
And returning to what will be our new normal 
It’s a good day 
The day we get to move from emergency to recovery 
It’s a long road 
We will be with you  
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You have made us proud 
You did outstanding job of taking care of each other and even taking care of us 
 
255-5866 KVON call in 
253-4501 The County Info Line 
www.napavalley.org 
kvon.org 
 
Sunday Afternoon the following announcements were made 
 

EVACUATION UPDATE: The mandatory evacuation order for the City of Calistoga has lifted. 

Areas outside of the City limits remain mandatory. 

 

EVACUTATION UPDATE: The Mandatory Evacuation Order affecting residents on Gordon Valley 

Road and Wooden Valley Cross Road is lifted for residents only. 

 

CITY OF NAPA: Effective immediately the Evacuation Advisory in place within Napa city limits is 

lifted. Residents are reminded to exercise caution while emergency vehicles continue to 

operate within the area. 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.napavalley.org/

